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Abstract:

It is not unobvious the extent of efforts made by orientalists within the last three centuries in the study of
Arabic poetry where various approaches were undertaken towards the poetic texts: whether it was
studying individual or group manuscripts of collection of poems, or aggregating some poets’ dispersed
works within old references, or explaining its linguistic content, or criticism and synthesis, or re-studying
them in light of modern Western curricula. However, what interest us is the approach of dispositional
analysis of the aesthetics of the Jahili Arabic poem within the spirit of the Arabic text representing Arab life
in that era, reflecting the existential experience of the Arab poet then. This is the research problem which
required the analytical approach especially when undertaken within the work of an orientalist who was
saturated and consolidated in the Jahili Arabic literature as well as the Arabic language and its sciences,
one who spent his life studying this field and writing in it: The orientalist Charles James Lyall. The research
starts with an overview in his most eminent work in studying and translating some poetic collections and
some chosen poems of Jahili poets. In particular, his study of the Anbari’s explanation of the
Mufaddaliyyat collection which is considered his most important and significant work. And thus the

research problem is summarized as follows:

To what extent was Lyall able to hone his aesthetic taste in understanding the dimensions of the Jahili
poem and delving into its depth all while connecting his efforts to the textual structure and its linguistic
expression? What are the disciplinary principles used? Where did he demonstrate his understanding and
degustation of these aesthetics? How did he enlist this cumulative growth of taste in the conclusion of his
critique? How did his performance influence the work of others and the direction of critical orientalist
studies? What is the scientific value of such experience that made him so special, and what would be the

most important results concluded?
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“Any man who has read what is at all worthwhile in Arabic poetry, in the original or in English translation

knows and loves Sir Charles James Lyal”.
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