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Abstract:

Abdel-Malik Mortada, the Algerian critic, replaced the term “narrative space” with the word “space,” to
include the novel space and what surrounds it, where it influences and is affected like a living organism.
He divided it into two types (geographic space and suggestive space), and critics received it and began to
apply it to the novel due to the place of space in Arabic narration. However, in our application of space in
its two parts to the novel Eve’s Labyrinth by Burhan Shawi, the Iraqi novelist, we found a third type of
space, which is the combined space, as required by the study, because the space that was invoked in the
novel is neither geography alone nor elegance alone, but rather a combination of both. This study
followed an approach Descriptive and analytical, relying on cultural criticism and drawing on the tools of
induction and statistics to collect the necessary data to study the culture of complex space in the novel
Eve’s Labyrinth because it is a spatial novel in which space became a prominent feature of it. The narrator,
in narrating his novel, tried to simulate the conflicts and changes that occurred in Iraqi society in spatial
activity. He accurately portrayed Iraqi society through the use of spaces in his novel By analyzing the
complex space in the novel (Eve’s Labyrinth), it helps us understand the cultures produced by the changes
that occurred in Iraqi society after 2003 AD. Eve’s Labyrinth is one of the novels that mimics the story of
Adam and Eve, and raises many questions about the three trinities (sex, religion, politics). We have
reached the most important results, which is the dominance of the complex space in the novel Eve's
Labyrinth, and the most prominent cultures produced by the transition from one space to another, such as

the culture of terrorism, the culture of migration and relocation, and the culture of sadness.

Key words: Complex Space, Burhan Shawi, Eve’s Labyrinth.
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