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Contemplative Reading on the Quranic Verse:
{Whatever verse We abrogate or cause to be forgotten, We bring one better
than it or similar to it. Do you not know that Allah is over all things
competent?} [Al-Baqarah: 106]
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Abstract:

This study begins with a contemplative examination of some Quranic verses, focusing on the verse of
abrogation, which has been a subject of research and scholarly efforts throughout the ages, leading to
diverse opinions and interpretations. The verse under study addresses the topic of abrogation, an essential
principle in Islamic. However, our perspective of this verse will delve into a meaning of abrogation that was
not previously explored though we admit the other senses of abrogation scholars have found or addressed.
The linguistic meaning of abrogation is removal or taking a copy of something. This meaning is supported by
the Quranic verse: {This is our record speaking against you with truth. Indeed, We were transcribing
whatever you used to do.} [Al-Jathiyah: 29]. Thus, the Quran mentions abrogation in the sense of taking a
copy of people's deeds. By contrast, this study is on abrogation in the sense of taking another copy, a
meaning supported by the following part of the same verse: {Bring [instead] one better than it or similar to it.
Do you not know that Allah is over all things competent?}. This may indicate that Allah will bring another
copy of it that may be entirely similar. This applies, for instance, to a verse in Surat Al-Rahman: {So which of
the favors of your Lord would you deny?}, repeated thirty-one times. The abrogation in this context does not
imply superiority, as the entire Quran is the speech of Allah; however, it may come in a new context with
different implications. This interpretation is supported by the phrase: {or cause to be forgotten}, which,
according to many scholars and reciters and to the reading of Assim, means to erase and eliminate. However,
Ibn Kathir and Abu Amr, read it differently, {Nansa'uha}, which has the sense of delay, indicating that the
verse may come later in another position. This meaning aligns with our intended meaning of abrogation,

which is the introduction of another version in a different context.

Key words: Abrogation, Nansa'uha (delay), the Holy Quran, verse.
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