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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the hidden cultural patterns in the poetry collection Ashes of the Dervish by Hassab Al-Sheikh
Jaafar by analyzing its semantic and symbolic structure and exploring how the poet employs Sufi, historical, and existential
symbols to construct his poetic vision. This collection is a rich example of intellectual and cultural interweaving, granting it a
continuously renewed interpretive character. Mystical dimensions intertwine with philosophical contemplation, and echoes
of historical and social experiences resonate throughout, making it an open text for multiple readings. The research adopts
cultural criticism as a methodology capable of deconstructing the unseen structures within the text, which constitute part of
the deep structure of poetic discourse. Unlike traditional textual analysis, cultural criticism reveals hidden cultural
implications that shape the poet’s consciousness and worldview. Accordingly, the study explores how the Sufi pattern
manifests through symbols such as the dervish, which represents spiritual and contemplative tendencies in the text, and
water, symbolizing purification and renewal. The political and social pattern also appears through the poet’s evocation of
major transformations in the region, making the collection a mirror reflecting broader cultural dimensions beyond the poet’s
personal experience. Additionally, the study focuses on the role of time and place in shaping the poetic vision, as the poet
moves between past, present, and future within a philosophical and reflective framework that expresses his existential
anxiety and ongoing questions about identity, belonging, and the search for meaning. This is realized through stylistic
techniques employed by Hassab Al-Sheikh Jaafar, such as repetition, which grants the text an internal rhythm that enhances
its symbolic connotations, poetic imagery that creates multiple layers of interpretation, and symbolic language that deepens
the cultural dimension of the text beyond its direct meaning. The collection also exhibits an existential questioning
tendency, where the poet oscillates between alienation and belonging, presence and absence, reflecting his continuous
movement between different worlds—whether in terms of life experiences or intellectual exploration. By employing Sufi
and historical symbols, Hassab Al-Sheikh Jaafar opens a broad horizon for interpretation, where the mystical structure
intermingles with philosophical and social dimensions, transforming the poem from a mere personal experience into a

cultural space that articulates the concerns of the modern Arab individual.

Key words: Cultural patterns, Sufi poetry, Hassab Al-Sheikh Jaafar, Ashes of the Dervish, symbolism, critical analysis,

semantic structure, Sufism, time in poetry.
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