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Abstract:

This study sought to explore the effectiveness of place in shaping the narrative and semantic structure of
Ibrahim Ahmed Issa's novel "The Silk Road." This study analyzes the mechanisms of place's presence and
its transformation into a structural element that contributes to the production of meaning and the
direction of the narrative trajectory. The study relied on a descriptive and analytical approach, drawing on

modern critical concepts in the realm of narrative studies and literary geography.

The study revealed that the setting in the novel goes beyond being a framework for events to being a
dynamic element active in shaping the story, building characters, and generating meanings. The settings
are distributed between realistic historical spaces recovered from the Andalusian period, and other
imaginary spaces bearing religious and cultural symbols and connotations. The novel demonstrates the
narrator's skill in employing setting as a mirror that reflects the psychological and social transformations of
the characters.It also makes it a vessel for the conflict between the major dualities: past and present,

sacred and secular, East and West.

The research concludes that place in the Silk Road is not merely a silent backdrop, but rather a narrative
actor carrying a powerful symbolic energy that influences the temporal structure, shapes the narrative
structure, and contributes to consolidating the writer's intellectual and historical vision. Thus, the
effectiveness of place is revealed as a central aesthetic and semantic pillar in shaping the novel's discourse

and interpretive horizon.

Key words: effectiveness of place - narrative structure - spatial significance - Silk Road - Ibrahim Ahmed

Issa.
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